Use of monoclonal antibodies for the diagnosis and treatment of bladder cancer.
Although the management of cancer by exploiting properties distinguishing neoplastic and normal cells has always been an attractive concept, it was the development of hybridoma technology and the resulting tumor-associated monoclonal antibodies (MAbs) that offered new prospects for this strategy. Twenty years later, some of the applications of MAbs in oncology are now part of the everyday diagnosis and treatment, while others are the subject of intensive investigation. We reviewed the current applications of MAbs in the diagnosis and treatment of bladder cancer and attempted to put the issue into perspective, with particular presentation of their therapeutic potential.